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then, with our hands tied behind our backs, four domestics
took us into the large hall, where we were told to kneel in
front of the crucifix 5 and each received seven or eight blows
from a stick.
Four days after, the cure Josello came with orders to take
me back to Venice. He told me that the Abbe Grimani had
given orders to his servant not to admit me if I presented
myself at his palace; and he left me at the Jesuits' College
without a sou in my pocket, and nothing but the clothes I
stood up in. The next day as I was coming out of the
library of Saint Mark a soldier accosted me, and said there
was some one in a gondola who wished to speak to me. I
stepped into the gondola, the curtain was drawn back, and
I saw my evil genius the Sheriff Razzetta! The soldier sat
down in the prow with a companion. I recognized the
gondola as that belonging to Signor Grimani. No one spoke;
for half an hour we maintained profound silence, then the
gondola stopped at the small door of the Fort of Saint
Andre at the mouth of the Adriatic, the very spot where
the Eucentaur is brought to a standstill when the Doge goes
in state to espouse the sea on the Feast of the Ascension.
The sentinel at the fort called a corporal, who took me to
the officer in command, giving him at the same time a
letter. I was led to the guard-room, where shortly after the
adjutant appeared, and giving me three francs and a half
told me he had orders to pay me that sum weekly: it was
the exact amount received by a soldier of the lowest grade.
I was too indignant to be angry. In the evening I sent for
something to eat, then lying down on a camp bed I passed
the night in the midst of the guard, without closing my
eyes. They did nothing but sing, eat garlic, smoke bad
tobacco, and drink wine as thick and as black as ink.
Next day the commandant summoned me, and said that
in making me pass the night in the guard-room he had only
obeyed the orders of the Minister of War. 'But now/ he
said, T am simply told to keep you under arrest in the
fortress, therefore I can give you a good room and a bed.